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William R. Kintner, 81, a former 
U:8. ambassador to Thailand, died 
early yesterday morning at his 
home in Bryn Athyn after a long 
battle with cancer. 

Mr. Kintner was born in Lock Ha¬ 
ven, educated at West Point and 
Cicorgetown and was, at various 
points, a soldier, a scholar, a profes¬ 
sor, a diplomat, the author of many 
books and articles, and a father, 
grandfather and great-grandfather. 

The eighth of nine children born 
tdv’Joseph and Florence Kendig 
Kintner, Mr. Kintner graduated 
from West Point as a second lieuten¬ 
ant'in 1940. During World War II, he 
served in Iceland, England and en¬ 
tered Europe on the first day of the 
Allied invasion of Normandy. 

tek in the States, Mr. Kintner 
earned a master’s degree and a 
Ph.D. from Georgetown University. 
His doctoral dissertation, "The 
Front is Everywhere," a study of the 
Communist Party in Ru.ssia, was 
published in 1950. 

Mr. Kintner served in the Army 
until 1961, when he retired with the 
rank of colonel. He held various 
posts, including one on the staff of 
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the Office of the Chief of Research 
and Development, and chief of long- 
range plans in the strategy analysis 
section coordination group for the 
Army’s Chief of Staff. He earned a 
Bronze Star with oak leaf cluster 
and a Legion of Merit with oak leaf 
cluster. 

When he retired from the Army, 
Mr. Kintner was ap¬ 
pointed professor of polit¬ 
ical science at the Univer¬ 
sity of Pennsylvania’s 
Wharton School, where 
he stayed until he retired 
as an emeritus professor 
in 1985. He was deputy di¬ 
rector, director and even¬ 
tually president of Phila¬ 
delphia’s Foreign Policy 
Research Institute, and 
editor of its journal, OR- 
BIS, for many years. 

Mr. Kintner served as 
U.S. ambassador to Thai¬ 
land from 1973 to 1975 un¬ 
der President Ford. In 1986, he be¬ 
came a member of the board of di¬ 
rectors of the United States Institute 
for Peace. 

Mr. Kintner was the author of 
many books, including Forging a 
New Sword with Joseph I. Coffey 
and Raymond J. Albright; A For¬ 
ward Strategy for America with Rob¬ 


ert Strauss-Hupe and Stefan Pos- 
sony; and Soviet Global Strategy. His 
articles appeared in Esquire, the 
New Leader, National Review and , 
Reader’s Digest. In later years, he 
turned his attention to religion. His 
last book was published in 1996: The 
Role of Ancient Israel, Written with 
the Finger of God: A Swedenborgian 
Perspective on the History 
of the Israelites from : 
Abraham to Jesus. i 

In 1940, Mr. Kintner i 
married Xandree Marie 
Hyatt, who died in 1986. In 
1987, he married Faith 
Child Halterman. 

He is survived by his 
second wife; daughters 
Kay Kintner Caldwell; 
Jane* Kintner William.s- 
Hogan; Gail Kintner Mar- 
kou; his son Carl Hyatt 
Kintner; 15 grandchil¬ 
dren; and three great¬ 
grandchildren. 

A memorial service will be held 
tomorrow, at the Bryn Athyn Cathe¬ 
dral at 4 p.m. Interment will be at 
3:15 p.m. at the Bryn Athyn Ceme¬ 
tery with full military honors. A re¬ 
ception will be held immediately af¬ 
ter the memorial service in the 
choir hall. 
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